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MEETING#President Fred E. Curtis of the Utah State Chapter sons of 
Utah Pioneers (second from left) at the air port on Friday, January 13, 
were .(left to right) John F. Howells, Jr., of the Southern California SUP 
Public Relations Committee; Diane Gould of La* Clenega ward, who was 
one of two girls chosen as Miss Angeles of 1949; Lloyd D. Mitchell, 
‘ Southern California Manager of the California Centennials Commis¬ 
sion, and Edward B. Perkins, president of the Southern California SUP 
Chapter. President Curtis wears the uniform which will he adopted by 
men who will participate in the re-enactment of the Mormon Battalion 


March (March 1950), which promises to be the California Centennial 
what the re-enactment of the Mormon Pioneer Trek from Nauvoo to 
Sait Lake City was to the Utah Centennial of 1947. Miss Gould, not to be 
outdone by the distinguished visitor, wears a “pioneer" dress almost 
ninety years old. It belongs to Mrs. Erma Woolley of La Clenega ward, 
President Curtis attended the SUP annual dinner meeting the eve¬ 
ning of the 13th and officiated at the Organization of a new SUP chap¬ 
ter in San Bernardino Sunday, January 15. 

(Courtesy Colifornia Intermountaln News) 
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DESIGN FOR 
LIVING 


By President Curtis 

This epistle is being written the 
day after Christmas when even a 
president can be forgiven if he hap¬ 
pens to be in an irresponsible mood. 
The date book is practically filled 
for 1949 while the last page on the 
calendar almost shouts, “Thanks 
for the Memory”. To the cynic it 
is just “One More, One Less”, hut 
to a ten cent philosopher like your 
humble servant, it is a kaleidoscop¬ 
ic panorama—A Design for Living. 

As a youth, I used to think when 
a fellow got past 45 he had reached 
the carpet slipper period and was 
awfully old, in spite of Walter Pit¬ 
kin's book, “Life Begins at Forty”. 
Because I'm nearing the half cen¬ 
tury mark, I'm beginning to change 
my mind. 

And so that this page might get 
off to the right start, let me say 
right now, that a man may have a 
head covered with gray hair and 
his hands full of great cares, but 
let him have in his heart the songs 
of boyhood and he will live to look 
at more calendars than any 
grouch. Why let a bald spot, a 
few false teeth and some extra 
reading glasses hurry the date of 
one's funeral? I've reached that 
place where I positively refuse to 
recognize the passing years, in fact, 
I always take off ten. 

It seems to me that women have 
the right idea. They powder their 
enthusiasm, lipstick their courage 
and perfume their days; they ac¬ 
tually practice the art of growing 
old gracefully and how we mere 
men like it. Personally as I grow 
older, my heart seems to grow 
bolder; I'm much more content to 
think that all men are greater than 
their faults, and that most men are 
just. 

So fellow Sons of Utah Pioneers, 
if you would be happy live now. 
This crazy idea of living in the 
past, or getting all hot 'n bothered 
about what's going to happen, 
heedless of the blessings and riches 
that are all around us, and stand¬ 
ing on tip-toe to get a glimpse of 
the unknown future is not being 
fair to yourself; it will make you 
dreadfully unhappy. It has been my 
experience that men are better by 
contemplating, what is better. 
Reading of failure, listening to the 
details of some horrible crime, as¬ 
sociating with morbid minds, can¬ 
not possibly help us, for no man 
can find inspiration in a sewer any 
more than an orchid will grow in 
an open lot amid tin cans and the 
trash. It seems to me, a fellow has 
to create his own Design for Liv¬ 
ing, 
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A11 of us know it takes courage 
while the storm is on. I have before 
me a quotation from Lord Byron— 
“Nothing-Happens-to-the Brave.” I 
always remember that, every time 
my spiritual side gets a little jit¬ 
tery. No man could possibly have 
forseen the chaos into which our 
generation has been thrown, but 
this is no reason why we should en¬ 
courage the thought we are living 
in a world where there is no long¬ 
er a chance—an age in which cour¬ 
age and daring is at a minimum. 
Fellow member, most of our trou¬ 
bles are babies and we like to 
nurse them; it is a strange how a 
big he-man can be humbled once 
he develops a defeatist attitude, 

A Design for Living. Let's make 
up our mind not to make any so 
called good resolutions for 1950 that 
we cannot keep. Instead let's try 
and be just a little more tolerant 
of our critics, a little kinder to our 
more unfortunate neighbors, a little 
more active in those organizations, 
which need something more than 
just our names on the roster. 


Geo. T. Frost, Inc. 
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Sons of Utah 
Pioneers 

PURPOSE: 

(1) To promote and to keep alive 
the spirit, ideals and courage of the 
Pioneers, and to keep up an inter¬ 
est in things pertaining to their 
lives and achievements. 

(2) To protect and advance the 
interests and welfare, and to bring 
into closer union and bond of 
friendship, the descendents of the 
Pioneers, and to bring closer to¬ 
gether all citizens, regardless of 
creed, color or nationality. 

(3) To work for the advancement, 
development and betterment of the 
people, in everything which stands 
for progress and high ideals, in an 
effort to make a better place in 
which to live and rear our children: 
and to perpetuate reverence to God 
and loyalty to State and Country. 

OUR ASSOCIATION is non-sec¬ 
tarian, non-political and is con¬ 
ducted without commercial gain. 

WE AS AN ASSOCIATION, 
pledge ourselves to honor and de¬ 
fend the flag of our country and 
to obey its Constitution and laws, 
as well as the Constitution and 
laws of the State. 


JaUWIP ^S; .I'ommtn 

rDi LKiTf^ ~ 

Letter to Editor 


The following niilroad employe 
organizations have formed a per¬ 
manent set up to sponsor the 
commemoration annually in Og¬ 
den of Golden Spike Day, May 10, 
with the idea of making it better 
year by year until it gains na¬ 
tional notice and recognition. 

Union Pacific Old Timers Club 
No. 6. 

Southern Pacific Club of Ogden. 

UP-SP-OUR & D Boosters 
League. 

Southern Pacific Old Timers Club 
No. 1. 

Union Pacific Junior Old Timers 
Club No. 9. 

Plans are now in the formative 
stage .however, the purpose of this 
letter is to solicit the cooperation 
and suport of the Sons of Utah 
Pioneers in whatever program is 
decided upon. 

We feel that the Sons of Utah 
Pioneers and the Daughters of 
Utah Pioneers perhaps would have 
an interest in the comemoration 
of this historic event with which 
the city of Ogden and surrounding 
territory is so closely linked. 

Ameeting of the general com¬ 
mittee will be held in the near 
future and if you will let me know 
whom I should invite to represent 
the Sons and also the Daughters 
of Utah Pioneers, would appre¬ 
ciate this information. 

The undersigned has been elected 
to serve as general chairman of 
the above organization for this 
year. Permanent members of the 
committee are Mrs. Caroline A. 
Klenke, secretary-treasurer and 
Mrs. Z. C. Mecham ,in charge of 
publicity . 

With best personal regards, 
Sincerely yours, 

—J. T. Jeffs 





ALBERT W. BARKER WILFORD L. BARKER 


INSURANCE 

Largest Auto Casualty Company in the World 

10 Million Dollar Dollars Rate Reduction 
To Policy Holders For 1949 
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Firsts Related in 
California 
Mormon History 

By William G. Woolley 

In July 1847 the Battalion was 
mustered out. Captain Jefferson 
Hunt went immediately to Salt 
Lake City. Upon his arrival there 
he found the Saints in dire need 
of food. More people had come or 
were on the way to the Valley 
than were anticipated and food 
supplies were running very short. 
Captain Hunt ..had ..made many 
friends while stationed with the 
Battalion in Los Angele3, so he 
volunteered to head an expedition 
to go to Southern California for 
the much needed supplies. 

The trip across the Mohave 
Desert is bad enough with good 
roads, but with no roads, not even 
a trail, is not a very inviting ex¬ 
perience. But the Pioneer stamina 
gave no thought to hardships. So 
this brave group piloted by the sea¬ 
soned Hunt made there way over 
the route that later became known 
as the Arrow-Head Trail. Later the 
Union Pacific Railroad followed 
closely the same trail. 

As one comes through the Cajon 
Pass in Southern California there 
spreads out before him a large and 
fertile valley at the upper end of 
which, at that time, the Lugo 
Brothers Rancho of 35,000 acres. 
It was here that Captain Hunt pur¬ 
chased 300 cattle and 150 horses. 
These they loaded with supplies 
gathered in the valley. Hunt hired 
30 Vaqueros (drivers of oxen) to 
help in getting the heavily loaded 
animals over the desert and moun¬ 
tains. This was the first of many 
caravana that was to follow the 
trail blazed by this Savior of his 
people. Indeed you will agree that 
this first trek was the noblest of 
all for it brought succor to those 
in dire need. 

As Pilot for the Gold-Seekers 

Captain Hunt’s next trip back to 
Southern California was as a pilot 
for a group of Easterners on their 
way to the gold digging near 
Sacramento. He was to be paid ten 
dollars per wagon to pilot them 
into Southern California. There 
were 107 wagons that signed to 
go with him. In the party, also were 
three missionaries assigned to the 
Society Islands and Apostle Charles 
C. Rich who was to do missionary 
work in California. As they were 
about to leave, Captain Hunt called 
the group together and said, “Gen¬ 
tlemen, this is bound to be a 
rough and difficult journey, but if 
you will follow me I will lead you 
safely thru to California. There is 
no wagon road as you will be the 


firs! to go by (his route. We will 
make the road as we go.” 

This was a long way around to 
tile gold fields. The Easterners 
were impatient to get there. There 
was much complaining. Isn’t there 
a shorter way? Why not find a 
pass through the mountains? South 
of where Minersville now is the 
party became insistant that a short¬ 
er way be found. So Captain Hunt 
left the camp to see if he could 
pick up a shorter trail. After being 
gone the greater part of the day he 
returned so choked for water that 
his tongue was thick and his eyes 
were sunken in his head. At sight 
of him the desire for a short cut 
was dampened for a time. When 
they crossed the divide they met 
a party headed by a man by the 
name of Smith. Smith was in 
possession of a map that he thought 
showed a shorter way. 

Again the men were eager to 
follow Smith. Captain Hunt said, 
“If all of you decide to go with 
Smith then I will go with you even 
though the road leads through 
Hell, but if one wagon decides to 
go by the original trail I shall feel 
bound by my promise to go with 
that one wagon.” 

They were at the place of part¬ 
ing. Which way should they go? 
Team after team turned to the 
right to follow Smith. Occasionally 
one wagon went straight ahead to 
follow Hunt. The Smith followers 
had not gone far until they came 
to an impassable canyon. Men, wo¬ 
men and children were afraid. A 
Mr. Rynerson spoke to the crowd, 
“My family are near and dear to 
me. We are in country where snow 
is liable to fall at any time and 
if we are caught in it we will all 
perish. I for one feel it my duty 
to seek a safer way, I therefore 
shall return and follow Captain 
Hunt.” 

Wagon after wagon followed his 
example until only twenty-seven 
wagons were left with Smith. Hunt 
brought all that followed him, 
through safely—but for the others? 
Their story fills one of the saddest 
pages in western history. They 
abandoned their wagons, split up, 
many never reached their destina¬ 
tion. Thus the first wagon road 
into Southern California over the 
Arrowhead Trail. 


George Albert 1 Smith 
Camp Lists Officers 

Last minute news flash from 
Provo name the following officers 
of George Albert Smith Camp there. 

Walter G. Taylor ,captain; J. 
Dwight Billings, 1st Lieut.; Elmer 
De St. Jeur, 2ndo Lieut.; Leo R, 
Freshwater, secretary and Ed M. 
Rowe, treasurer. 


i NEW SUNRISE FISH MARKET 1 

| .* KAY NAGASAWA, Prop. | 

&3 m Wholesale & Retail & 

| FISH AND PRODUCE g 

S ALL KINDS OF FISH, CRAB AND OYSTERS M 

fl Phone 4-0096 Salt Lake City 4, Utah 118 W. 1st South ^ 


SONS OF UTAH PIONEERS LIBRARY ! 


AIR WAYE 
HEAT 


for Better Heating 
at Lowest Cost 


Now—from the World’s Largest Manufactur¬ 
ers and Engineers of Warm Air Heating Sys¬ 
tems—comes a new “Air-Wave” heating sys¬ 
tem, so compact, so efficient, so low in cost, 
that it will virtually revolutionize the small 
home heating industry! (also, very pratical 
and economical for multiple installations in 
large homes, permitting separate control of 
different sections of the house, and for individ¬ 
ual installations in the separate sections of du¬ 
plexes, four-plexes, garden apartments and 
apartments in large buildings.) 

The LENNOX GTI (gas) “Tallboy” is no 
mere single room heating plant. It’s compan¬ 
ion model the VTI Series for oil makes it pos¬ 
sible to cover the field with the FIRST closet 
or wall type GRAVITY or AIR-WAVE HEAT¬ 
ING SYSTEM approved by American Gas As¬ 
sociation of the Underwriters Laboratories as 
central heating units. 

GAS —COAL —OIL 

The LENNOX Furnace Company 

World’s Largest Manufacturers and Engineers of 
Warm Air Heating Systems 


200 So, Main Street 


Salt Lake City, Utah 
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LIFE MEMBERSHIPS 

By Rulon F, Starley 

About a year ago President J. F. 
Rich appointed to Finance Commit¬ 
tee Bro. James Burns of Bountiful, 
Bro. Ernest R. McKay of Hunts¬ 
ville, and asked me to serve as 
chairman. We were instructed by 
the Executive Board to study the 
financial needs of the association 
and to advise what should be done 
to meet the needs of the associa¬ 
tion. 

Among other suggestions, we rec¬ 
ommended that the association 
create and sell life memberships, 
same to be sold at fifty dollars 
($50.00) each. The life membership 
to entitle the holder to a life 
membership card and to wear the 
special life membership button, 
which he will pay for in addition to 
the $50.00 fee. The life members 
would be entitled to membership 
in any chapter or camp without 
payment of further dues to the 
Central Organization. 

When we met at Brighton in our 
State Encampment ,the committee’s 
recommendations were adopted 
with a few minor changes and 
made it a part of the Constitution 
of the Association. 

Article X of the Constitution 
reads as follows: “There shall be 
appointed, by the president, within 
30 days after his election, by and 
with the consent and approval of 
the Executive Board, five qualified 
members to act as a Board of trus¬ 
tees of all funds received from life 
members of this association and 
such other funds as may be given 
into their custody. One trustee shall 
be appointed for five years; one for 
four years; one for three years; one 
for two years; and one for one 
year. That, thereafter, there shall 
be apointed one trustee each year 
to serve for a term of five years, 
so that one only of this Board of 
Trustees will be replaced each year. 
That said funds must be invested 
in United States Government bonds 
or income producing real estate, 
and only the interest therefrom 
shall be subject to use by the as¬ 
sociation, provided, however, if a 
vote of two-thirds of the member¬ 
ship of the Executive Board shall 
be in favor of investing said funds 
in other income producing invest¬ 
ments, then, that may be done.” 

We believe that this provision of 
the Constitution will, if followed, 
protect the funds against loss, be¬ 
cause it provides: 

1. A definite investment policy, 
and 

2. Creates a Board of Trustees 
which has a continuous exist¬ 
ence and can adopt and carry 
through a sound long range 
investment policy. 

We are now starting a real seri¬ 
ous campaign for life members. If 
we are successful, we can in a little 


time provide our association with a 
real financial backbone. The funds 
we give to the association for life 
memberships will perpetually give 
income to the association. 

Come on, fellows. Let’s get these 
life memberships in and lay a 
foundation for a real service that 
will be a great force for good in 
these Western States and will be 
worthy of its proud name. 

Respectfully submitted, 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Rulon F. Starley, Chairman 
H. A. Sorenson, Member 
Ernest R. McKay, Member 
Willard R. Smith, Member 
P. LeRoy Nelson, Member 


Board of Trustees 

Rulon F. Starley—Chairman. Vice 
president, Commercial Security 
Bank, Ogden, Utah. 

Horace A. Sorenson—Member 
Owner-manager, Southeast Furni¬ 
ture Co., Salt Lake City, Utah. 

Ernest R. McKay—Member. Dep¬ 
uty collector, U. S. Internal Reve¬ 
nue, I-Iuntsville, Utah. 

Willard R. Smith—Member. Exec¬ 
utive vice president, Zion’s Saving 
Bank & Trust Co,, Salt Lake City, 
Utah. 

P. LeRoy Nelson-—Member. At- 
torney-at-law ,Ogden, Utah. 


1950 Life Members 

No. 1 John William Smith—Cor- 
inne, Utah. 

No. 2 William Henry Leigh—Ced¬ 
ar City, Utah. 

No. 3 A. Frank Barnes, Jr.—1934 
Princeton Ave., Salt Lake City, 
Utah. 

(For the good of the organization 
and to keep the names of the Life 
Members before you for ready ref¬ 
erence, this page of The Pioneer is 
dedicated for that purpose Com¬ 
mencing with, February issue, as 
space permits, we will give brief 
history on each life member in their 
registration order. Your Central 
Board will appreciate any courtesy 
extended these life members. Also, 
any information regarding their 
welfare.—Editor) 


Ten Special Silver 
Pins Awarded 


By Richard R. Lyman 
At the noon meeting of the Salt 
Lake SUP Luncheon Club held 
December 7th, Wendell Ashton, a 
director of the club and for the 
club, presented specially prepared 
Silver SUP pins with ruby insets, 
to ten of the members of the club 
who, for eight years, have, without 
any financial reward, worked faith¬ 
fully, unselfishly and successfully 
on parades, rodeos, pageants and 
other features of the successful 
“Days of ’47 Celebration” which 


FIVE POINTS ELECTRIC CO. 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING 
WIRING — INDUSTRIAL - RESIDENTIAL 
SMALL APPLIANCES — G. E. LAMPS 


314 Wash. Blvd. 


Ogden 


Dial 2-7B92 


Brigham to Celebrate 
Centenial in 1951 

BRIGHAM CITY - The county 

seat of Box Elder County will 
celebrate their centennial in 1951. 
Settled in 1851, as Box Elder, the 
town was renamed in 1856 for Brig 
ham Young, who made his last pub¬ 
lic address there in 1885. Peach Day, 
a two-day festival in September, 
draws visitors from far and near to 
partake of its noted fruit, PEACH¬ 
ES .introduced in 1855. One can¬ 
not fail when visiting that city of 
clean tree lined streets, well kept 
homes, cooperative and civic mind¬ 
ed people, of exclaiming HOW 
BEAUTIFUL. 

President Reeder asks all SUP 
to get behind them in making 
their centennial an outstanding suc¬ 
cess. 


?PPRQ J f , }f2f|^ ,ruary 

Temple Fork and 
Spring Creek 
Hold Xmas Party 


Spring Creek 
Camp Meets 

The monthly meeting of Spring 
Creek Camp of the Sons of the 
Utah Pioneers was held December 
14, 1949, in Providence Second 

Ward Hall. A good number were 
present and an enjoyable program 
was enjoyed, including the Life 
History of Jacob Zollinger, which 
was given by Sister Geneva Worley 
of Logan Second Ward, Daughter 
of Bro. Zollinger. 

The guest speaker was Dr. W. W. 
Richards of the Logan L. D. S. In¬ 
stitute. His subject was “Life and 
History of Samuel Brannan”, 

Those present enjoyed refresh¬ 
ments served by the officers of 
Spring Creek Camp. 


have, in such a dignified and satis¬ 
factory way, paid proper and dig¬ 
nified honor to the Utah Pioneers. 
Those receiving these richly de¬ 
served awards are: Thomas B. 
Child, who has served as president 
most of the time since “The Days 
of ’47” was organized; A. J. 
Elggren, who has served as treas¬ 
urer from the beginning; Ray Van 
Noy, secretary; Don B. Colton, orig¬ 
inal president and since then a di¬ 
rector; William E. Nelson, David 
H. Thomas, George L. Woodbury 
and Lester F. Hewlett, vice presi¬ 
dents; Sheldon R. Brewster, a di¬ 
recting officer and Gaylen Young, 
counsel. 


By Charles J. Sorenson 

On Wednesday evening, Dec. 21, 
the Spring Creek and Temple Fork 
Camps, S.U.P, held a joint Christ¬ 
mas party in the L. D. S. Institute. 

The evening's entertainment con¬ 
sisted of the following program, in¬ 
terspersed with dancing, and was 
sponsored and directed by Captains 
David L. Olsen and Joel E. Ricks, 
aided by directors of the respective 
camps: 

1. Two accordion solos by Dave 
Theurer: 

(a) “Winter Wonderland” 

(b) “A White Christmas” 

2. Reading by Mrs. Floyd V. 
Cornaby: ‘“A Christmas Spec¬ 
tacle” 

3. Two vocal solos by Arthur 
Olsen, Jr.: 

(a) “How Lovely Is the Hand 
of God” 

(b) “Lady Moon” with piano 
accompaniment by Mary 
Campbell. 

4. Reading by Mrs. Orson A. 
Garff: “The Banishment of 
Hagar”. 

5. Two vocal sols by Rulon L. Ol¬ 
sen with piano accompaniment 
by his sister, Mrs. Marden 
Turner: 

(a))) “Star of the East” 
“Christmas” 

6. Exhibition of some old-time 
dances by eight couples of The 

. Old-Time Dance Club. 
Get-acquainted dances, round 
dances, and some old-time dances 
were participated in by all who 
wished to dance. 

Lee Hales and company furnished 
excellent music for the dancing. 

Light refreshments were served 
and a right jolly good time was en¬ 
joyed by the large group of S. U. P. 
members present, together with 
their invited guests. 

Betty Bristol 

☆ HEMSTITCHING 

☆ MONOGRAMS and 
BUTTONS 

J. C. Penney Bldg. — Ogden 


Citizens Coal Co. 

443 South 5th West 

Dial 3-3828 

Salt Lake City, Utah 
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Big Plans Made 
By Southland SUP 

Southern California Sons of Utah 
Pioneers are preparing for the 
biggest year in their history. With 
the re-enactment of the epic march 
of the Mormon Battalion slated for 
March 1950, the local SUP chap¬ 
ter is making plans to play host 
to the trek party when it arrives in 
Los Angeles March 17, the date 
upon which the tired Battalion 
members arrived in this sleepy 
pueblo a hundred years ago. Trek 
plans, along with other important 
1950 business, were discussed Fri¬ 
day evening, January 13, at the 
group’s annual dinner meeting. 

Honored guests were SUP presi¬ 
dent Fred E. Curtis, who arrived 
by plane from Utah at noon Friday, 
and Lloyd D, Mitchell, Southern 
California manager of the Cal¬ 
ifornia Centennials Commission, 
who is cooperating with the SUP in 
making the trek reenactment a 
part of the California Centennial 
program. 

Wives of SUP members were al¬ 
so honored guests at the dinner 
which was held at Scully’s restaur¬ 
ant. 

Emery Willardson and Willard 
Kimball of San Diego attended the 
meeting and were given informa¬ 
tion concerning the procedure for 
organizing an SUP Chapter in San 
Diego where the 1950 Trek will 
stop, as did the Mormon Batallion. 
Grover C. Dunford, former presi¬ 
dent of the local chapter, will be 
advisor to the San Diego group, 
helping with problems of organi¬ 
zation. 


SAN BERNARDINO 
CHAPTER ORGANIZED 

Under the direction of John 
•Collings, chaplain of the South¬ 
ern California S. U. P., a San 
Bernardino Chapter of Sons of 
Utah Pioneers was organized in 
..San Bernardino last Sunday, Jan. 
15. When the Mormon Battalion 
trek takes place in March of this 
year, the company will visit San 
Bernardo, the city which was 
founded by Mormon pioneers. 

Heading the San Bernardino 
Chapter is Royal P. Skousen and 
Karl R. Fenn. 

President Edward B. Perkins 
conducted the dinner meeting. In¬ 
spiring talks were given by Presi¬ 
dent Curtis, Mr. Mitchell and by 
Leo J. Muir, Chapter historian, 
who gave a brief history of early 
Mormon pioneers in California. 

Wallace Reid, SUP first vice 
president, presented to Bishop Ben¬ 
jamin J. Summerhays a set of 
Mormon Battalion bookends upon 
which was inscribed: 


“To Benjamin J. Summerhays for 
distinguished service as producer 
of Inglewood State Welfare The¬ 
ater (Frolics of 1949).’’ 

The Frolics, supervised by Bish¬ 
op Summerhays, cleared enough 
money in a single night to cover 
the welfare allotment of Inglewood 
stake. The book-ends he received 
are the work of President Perkins 
who designed them last year for 
the governors of Nebraska, Wyo¬ 
ming and California. They are min¬ 
iature replicas of the Mormon Bat¬ 
talion statue which stands on the 
Capitol grounds in Salt Lake City. 

Musical numbers given by Pa¬ 
tricia and Lorenzo Pett, were ap¬ 
plauded by the eighty dinner 
guests. 

....Leaders of the local chapter are 
launching a huge membership 
drive, inviting all eligible residents 
to join the chapter during the 
history-making year of 1950 t There 
is a limit set on “Mormon Battal¬ 
ion Trek" participants, so those 
join the group immediately. 

Officers include President Per¬ 
kins, who can be reached at YOrk 
4729; Grover C. Dunford, immedi¬ 
ate past president; Wallace Reid, 
first vice president; Raymond L. 
Kirkham, second vice president; 
William W. LeCheminant, third 
vice president; Heber G. Harrison, 
secretary-terasurer; John Collings, 
chaplain; Preston D. Richards 
judge-advocate; Leo J. Muir, his¬ 
torian. 

Public Relations committeemen, 
Benjamin J. Summerhays, John F. 
Howells, George W. McCune, Ro¬ 
land Rich Wooley, William G. 
Wooley and Jay S. Grant; Advisory 
Board, all presidents of Southern 
California’s stakes. 

John M. Russon of Los Angeles, 
Nobel Waite of South Los Angeles, 
E. G. Barlow of Inglewood, Vern 
Peel of San Bernardino, Wallace W. 
Johnson of San Diego, William A. 
Pettit of Pasadena, Edwin S. Dib¬ 
ble of Glendale, Hugh C. Smith of 
San Fernando and Virgil H. 
Spongberg of Long Beach. 


Mormon Battalion 
Pre-Trek Edition 

The Central Organization, at their 
meeting held January 27th, in¬ 
structed that The Pioneer have a 
Pre-Trek Eddition issued consisting 
of 5000 copies for distribution on 
route of Mormon Battalion Trek 
leaving Salt Lake City, March 13, 
1950 

To concentrate on this assign¬ 
ment, it is necessary to consolidate 
January and February issues. Un¬ 
finished articles are being carried 
forward for that reason. 

Rate for advertising space will 
be furnished upon request. All copy 
must be in by February 20th. 

Rulon S. Draney, 
Managing Editor 
P. O. Box 282 
Ogden, Utah 
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Capt. Jefferson Hunt 
Camp Holds First Meet 

This newly organized camp al 
Huntsville, Utah, held its first meet¬ 
ing January 10, with CO in attend¬ 
ance, in the Huntsville Ward chap¬ 
el. Chairman Arthur Wangsgaard 
presided and 1st Vice Chairman 
Koln Gunn McKay conducted. Vice 
President Ernest R. McKay, Cen¬ 
tral Board, introduced the follow¬ 
ing visitors from Ogden units: W. 
W. Johnson, president—Buena Ven¬ 
tura; Milton J. Thorne, Buena Ven¬ 
tura; Vernal L. Nielsen, Buena Ven¬ 
tura; George T. Frost, president 
Ogden-Weber and State Judge Ad¬ 
vocate P. LeRoy Nelson, Ernest R. 
McKay lead community singing ac¬ 
companied by Sister Orvetta Bur¬ 
rows, Outstanding talks were given 
by Judge Advocate Nelson and Ver¬ 
nal L, Nielsen. A vocal number by 
Homer Bunker, Lulu Jensen and 
Sterling Wood (Sterling by the way 
is a direct descendant of Capt. Jef¬ 
ferson Hunt). Other musical num¬ 
bers were given by “The Weber 
Four,’’ a quartet consisting of 
Sherman Johansen, Alton Cook, 
Ronald Jenkins, and Dan Rhodes, 
accompanied by Gloria Murphy. 
President George Frost, Ogden- 
Weber, sang solos accompanied by 
his daughter, Carol. Invocation and 
benediction by Bro. J. Floyd Bur¬ 
nett. 
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San Diego to Honor 
Mormon “Battalion" 

Sunday morning, January 29, at 
Presidio Park in San Diego where 
a monument to the Mormon Bat¬ 
talion stands, there will be a spe¬ 
cial program presented by San Di¬ 
ego Stake honorng the Battalion 
Members who, in the srvice of their 
country, made the longest infantry; 
march in history. 

Emery Willardson and Willard 
Kimball of San Diego, who were 
i nLos Angeles last week, issued 
an invitatio to church members 
here to attend the ceremonies. 

A special invitation was extend¬ 
ed to members of the Sons of Utah 
Pioneers, Daughters of Utah Pio¬ 
neers and descendants of the Mor¬ 
mon Battalion. 
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KEEP UTAH 
GREEN 

By W. E, Tangren, Co-Chairman 
SUP Conservation Committee and 
Utah State Asst. Forrester- 
Fire Warden 

In the December, 1949 issue of 
The Pioneer I stated briefly how 
our very existence depends upon 
the maintenance of the best pos¬ 
sible condition for plant growth. I 
gave an outline for keeping Utah 
green. 

The first recommendation was to 
protect plants against injury or 
destruction. Fire is one of the chief 
threats. Most of its damages can 
be prevented by thought, planning 
and effective action. Cheat grass 
fires are the worst offenders. Fire 
fighters made 1,000 runs on grass 
fires in Salt Lake County in 1948. 
Still we find some indifference to 
grass fires. 

Let me tell you a fire story: 

In my neighborhood on the north 
bench in Salt Lake City a few 
summers ago Mrs. Doe saw a grass 
fire in a vacant lot. She raced to 
the phone to call the fire depart¬ 
ment. It was a party line. Two 
women were enjoying a conversa¬ 
tion. Mrs. Doe asked to use the 
phone to call the fire department. 
“Whose house is burning?’' one of 
the women asked. “No house is 
burning but there is a fire in the 
back lot.” One of the women looked 
out of her window then answered 
impatiently, “Oh, it’s only a cheat 
grass fire. Cheat grass fires don’t 
matter,” The gals refused to yield 
the phone and Mrs. Doe had to run 
to a neighbors to place the fire call. 
The fire crew put out the fire. It 
was not a big fire but it demon¬ 
strated the neighborhood attitude 
toward grass fires. 

The telephone gals were not the 
only ones who thought that “cheat 
grass fires don’t matter”. Two boys 
planning excitement decided to set 
fire to the dry grass above Wasatch 
Boulevard and watch the flames 
run up the foothills with the fire 
truck chasing after them. They 
argued that it would be fun and 
wouldn’t hurt anything. Cheat grass 
is no good, might as well get rid 
of it, thus the boys expressed the 
attitude of the neighborhood. They 
set the fire. The city fire crews 
raced after it but could not climb 
the steep slopes with their equip¬ 
ment. The fire swept 60000 acres of 
the foothills before forest and range 
firefighters got it under control. 
The next thing heard of the burned 
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hillside was on August 19, 1945 
when a heavy rain storm struck. A 
huge flood came off the burned, un¬ 
protected slopes. With its accumla- 
tion of water, soil, gravel and 
boulders in a mountain-like moving 
mass it crashed through a strong 
masonry wall, up-rooted trees, 
washed monuments and tombstones 
from the cemetery, struck houses, 
filled basements, wrecked cars and 
wrought general havoc. 

Damage estimates were placed at 
$346,500. These don’t include thou¬ 
sands of dollars spent on clean up 
work. 

Following the flood an examina¬ 
tion of the hillside revealed that 
the flooding had come entirely from 
the burned slopes. No flood east of 
the burn, no flood west of the burn, 
even though the soils, slopes and 
drainages were alike throughout. 
The difference was this. The fire 
had burned all plants, together with 
dead leaves, twigs and litter on the 
ground. When the heavy rain 
struck the naked ground of the 
burned area, raindrops became mud 
balls and rolled down the slopes 
taking sheets of top soil, then sub¬ 
soil, then gravel and finally boul 
ders. 

Unburned lands had shrubs, 
grasses, weeds, layers of dead and 
decayed litter. Plants broke falling 
raindrops into fine spray letting it 
trickle down into the litter to be 
held in sponge fashion for slow re¬ 
lease into the soil, along plant 
roots, worm holes, gather and 
squirrel holes and badger dens. 
These waters were held in tem¬ 
porary storage to seep down lei¬ 
surely to come out later clean and 
usable. The picture was clear that 
without the neighborhood cheat 
grass fire there would have been 
no destructive flood. 

There is more yet. The gulley 
pattern cut by the flood invites 
future floods. Another flood will 
mean another installment pay¬ 
ment on the neighborhood cheat 
grass fire and another delay in es¬ 
tablishing a cover for good plants. 

KEEP UTAH GREEN. IT HAS 
TO BE GREEN TO GROW. 


% 

face when they come to Utah* iTh 
here transformed a desert into a 
veritable garden of beauty and 
plenty. 

There is hardly a pioneer family 
whose early members did not ac 
tually pass through extremely try¬ 
ing conditions concerning which 
unwritten stories have been told 
in the family circles repeatedly. 
The aim of this contest is to get 
these soul-stirring experiences in¬ 
to written form. If written, these 
stories will help much more ef¬ 
fectively to keep alive in the com¬ 
ing generations, the same spirit 
of patriotism and devotion to con¬ 
victions that burned so brightly in 
the breasts of those daring and 
courageous pioneers. If no record 
is made of these family experiences 
and if they are not repeated and 
referred to often ,then only a few 
years will pass before they will be 
forgotten. These thrilling , these 
soul-stirring family experiences de¬ 
serve to be repeated with care and 
pride by our children and our chil¬ 
dren’s children as long as time 
lasts. Just as long as there are 
ears to hear and hearts to be 
thrilled at the hearing of daring 
deeds, just as long should these 
pioneer amily stories and experi¬ 
ences be repeated. They deserve 
never to be forgotten. 

Contest Dates: It begins Febru¬ 
ary 1, 1950 and closes April 1, 1950. 
The story must be a true one of 
some pioneer event that occurred 
in Utah (or territory of Deseret) 
Each SUP unit will offer its own 
prizes. The Central Committee will 
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wlmRS jOfo Contestant 

must be under 21 years of age. 
The story must not contain more 
than 1500 words. The name and 
address of the Pioneer from whom 
the story was obtained must be 
given. 

Note: Those SUP units that have 
not turned in the names of their 
chairman, Pioner Story Contest, 
are asked to notify Chairman Ly¬ 
man at once. 

Dr. Richard R. Lyman, chairman, 
1084 Third Avenue, Salt Lake City, 
Utah. 

A. William Lund ,1976 So. 14th 
East, Salt Lake City, Utah. 

P. LeRoy Nelson, attorney-at- 
law ,Eccles Building, Ogden, Utah. 


You’ve no idea what a poor 
opinion I have of myself, and 
how little I deserve it.—W, S. 
Gilbert. 

Man learns little from victory, 
but much from defeat. 
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Aims of Pioneer 
Story Contest 

The aim of the Pioneer Story 
Contest, so well begun during 1947- 
1948 by P. LeRoy Nelson of Og¬ 
den, as state chairman, is to keep 
alive the telling of those thrilling 
experiences through which our 
pioneer ancestors were compelled 
to pass and to awaken in the 
hearts of the on-coming genera¬ 
tions, an appreciation of th match¬ 
less courage, daring and determina¬ 
tion with which these pioneers met 
the frontier conditions they had to 
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Curtis Sends 
Thanks to 
Californians 


At 8:10 a.m. Friday, Jan. 13, 
(lucky day) I boarded a Western 
Air Lines DC-3 for Los Angeles to 
attend the Southern California Son 
of Utah Pioners Banquet, After 
stops at Cedar City with five inche 
of snow on the runway, Las Vegas 
Nev., Palm Springs and Ontario 
Calif., I arrived at the Los Angeles 
International Airport at 12 noon. 

In all my life I have never had 
such a reception on arrival; Royal 
ty awaited me in the person of 
Miss Dione Gould, ‘‘Miss Angeles 
1950.” President Edward B, Per* 
kins of the Los Angeles Chapter 
Lloyd D. Mitchell, manager of the 
California Centennials Commission 
and Jack Howells publicity man¬ 
ager for the Sons of Utah Pioneers 
Miss Angeles was dressed in a pio 
neer gown of most beautiful mate¬ 
rial which had been made over on 
hundred years ago. I was requests 
to immediately put on a Mormon 
Batalion colonel's uniform as they 
wanted pictures for the Los An¬ 
geles newspapers. Naturally I wa 
very agreeable when informed tha 
my picture was to be taken with 
Miss Los Angeles. Miss Angeles 
would kiss me on each cheek as 
they had to have different poses of 
different papers, (Boy, what fun to., 
be president of S. U. P. )I immedi¬ 
ately made arrangements that a 
copy of all five pictures should be 
sent to my wife ii> a plain envelope 
which was done. 

After a most delightful luncheon 
I had the opportunity of going over 
the plans of the Los Angeles Chap 
ter in regards to the Mormon Bat¬ 
talion Trek. I found to my delight 
that committees had been formed 
including the followng: San Diego 
chartering and reception, Grove 
Dunford; Trek San Diego to Los 
Angeles, Leo J. Muir, who will hav 
charge of program at Ocean Sid 
stop (San Lius Ray) and Mission 
San J uan Copistrano; program 
Knotts Berry Farm, including din 
ner, parking, mementos; Ray 
Kirkham, Hotel Alaxandria, Los 
Angeles; William LeCheminant 
who will have charge of housing 
and breakfast the following morn 
ing; program, Fort Moore, includ 
ing flag raising at City Hall with 
movie stars attending; Wallace 
Reid, chartering, San Bernardino 
including dinner and housing, John 
Collings, and Public Relations 
Jack F. Howells. 

In the evening the banquet wa 
held at Scully’s in the Cape Cod 
Room which was packed to capac¬ 


ity. It was a most delightful eve¬ 
ning, the finest dinner possible in¬ 
cluding UTAH turkey and all the 
trimmings, excellent musical num¬ 
bers under the direction of Wallace 
Reid and a talk from Lloyd D. 
Mitchell, manager of the California 
Centennial Commission which was 
a inspiration. He certainly told a 
wonderful story of the part taken 
by the Utah Pioneer in the settling 
of the State of California. We are 
endeavoring to have Mr. Mitchell 
give us his story for publishing in 
the Pioneer, We then had a fine 
talk from Brother Leo J. Muir who 
took as his subject, “Samuel Bran- 
nan,” and you all know how Broth¬ 
er Muir can tell * a story. Then it 
came my turn and I can asure you 
that I have never talked to a finer 
group of people. The inspiration 
just carried you and it was no ef¬ 
fort on my part. The Master of 
Ceremonies Ed Perkins did a 
grand job and all in all it was one 
of those evenings never to be for¬ 
gotten. Congratulations to every¬ 
one who had anything in any woy 
to do with this most wonderful af¬ 
fair. 

On Saturday we enjoyed the Cal¬ 
ifornia dew; brother, if tha’s dew, 
I'd sure hate to be there when it 
rains. 

on Sunday morning we left at 
7 a.m. for San Bernardino to make 
ah 8:30 appointment with members 
group was President Perkins, Jack 
Howells, Bishop Collings, Wallace 
Reid, Paul Jeffries and myself, 
of the two\wards there. In the 
When we arrived we asked-the con¬ 
gregation how many were eligible 
for the Sons of Utah Pioneers and 
practically the whole congregation 
stood up. We then proceeded to get 
a new chapter organized and se¬ 
lected Brother Royal P. Skousen 
as chairman and Karl R. Fenn as 
vice chairman, who by the way is a 
great grandson of the Mexican 
general who surrendered to the 
Mormon Battalion at Santa Fe. The 
enthusiasm thrilled us and we know 
that a very fine chapter will be 
chartered there. We then visited 
Sycamore Grove which is the site 
of the camp grounds for the first 
Mormon Pioneers settling San Ber¬ 
nardino. It was a most delightful 
experience just to travel with such 
fine men and feel th warmth of 
their personalities. Never will I 
forget this wonderful experience. I 
forgot to mention that President E. 
S. Willardson of San Diego is 
chairman of the Chartering Group 
at San Diego. 

The following morning at 1.30 
a.m. boarded a plane for Salt Lake 
and in three hours actual running 
time stepped off the plane at Salt 
Lake City, after a taste of what 
is in store for those making the 
Mormon Battalion Trek in March 
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All I can say is that the California 
Sons of Utah Pioneers are the most 
delightful men you will ever meet 
and if you want the thrill of a life 
time, plan now to take your good 
wife and set sail Marsh 13 for an 
experience long to be remembered. 

THANKS AGAIN TO ALL YOUSE 
GUYS IN CALIFORNIA FOR 
YOUR WONDERFUL RECEP 
TION AND WE’LL BE SEEIN 
YOU. 

—Fred E. Curtis 


Box Elder's 
Pioneer 



L. D. Wilde 

By L. D, Wilde — Correspondent 

William Davis—First Pioneer and 
Bishop. 

This man was born September 12, 
1795, in Pennsylvania. His family 
say that his ancestors were among 
the Pilgrim Fathers who came to 
America in 1620 for religious free¬ 
dom, and took an active part in the 
development of America, His fa¬ 
ther, David Davis, was a soldier in 
the American Revolutionary War, 
and as one of the rewards for his 
services, received a land grant of 
100 acres in Pennsylvania. The deed 
was signed by President Thomas 
Jefferson. This deed has found its 
place among the relics of Daughters 
of the pioneers. 

At the time of his youth the tide 
of immigration was pushing west¬ 
ward, and men were judged by what 

(Continued on Page 8) 
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Box Elder's 
Pioneer 

(Continued from Page 7) 
they could do. William Davis be¬ 
came a very efficient blacksmith. 
He stood nearly six feet tall, vig¬ 
orous—youth, he grew to be a stal¬ 
wart man of fine personality. In 
disposition he was jovial and good 
natured, humble, full of charity and 
forgiveness toward his fellow men. 

In 1822 he was married to Sarah 
McKee, a skillful nurse and was 
known as Box Elders first doctor. 
They became members of the Lat 
ter Day Saint church in December 
1822, being baptized by Elder 
Simeon Carter, who was also one 
of the first settlers of Brigham City. 

The Davises soon found them¬ 
selves associated with the member¬ 
ship of the church, went through all 
of the experiences of the early 
saints in Ohio, Missouri, and were 
among the first to make their home 
in Nauvoo, Illinois, and at the ex¬ 
pulsion of the saints from Nauvoo, 
he prepared for the great westward 
trek and came to Utah in the Lor¬ 
enzo Snow’s company in 1848. 

In 1850 he was called by Brigham 
Young to make settlement and lead 
the first pioneer settlement in what 
later became known as Brigham 
City and Box Elder county. 

In the late summer along with 
some others, considerable work was 
done in clearing land and preparing 
logs for the construction of the first 
cabins, and returned to Salt Lake 
City to spend the winter. 

In the following spring the 
Davises — George Hamson and 
Simeon Carter families arrived on 
March the 11th, 1851 and thus began 
the history of Brigham City and 
Box Elder county. 

‘ The first houses were built in 
the northwest part of the city in 
the Brigham City Third ward. The 
area at this time was included in 
the Weber Stake, presided over by 
Lorin Farr of Ogden. 

The name of Box Eider was given 
to this particular area because of 
the great number of Box £lder 
trees along the streams. On April 
31, 1852, William Davis was made 
the first bishop of the Box Elder 
ward of the Weber Stake. 

Because of Indian troubles and 
acting upon the advice of Brigham 
Young, the settlers moved from the 
first location and erected a fort 
upon or near the site of the present 
Lincoln school. Here the settlers 
lived together for protection from 
the Indians- 

At the time Box Elder was first 
settled it was regarded as danger¬ 
ous Indian country, but Bishop 
Davis followed William Penn’s 
policy of feeding the Indians rather 
than fighting them. A policy also 
advocated by Brigham Young. 
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The old fort was the center of 
religious and social life, William 
Davis was a busy man being a 
blacksmith by trade, his services 
were in constant demand in both 
spiritual and temporal affairs. He 
cultivated the first farm of about 
160 acres, and as an example of his 
generosity — when Lorenza Snow 
came to preside, he gave him 80 
acres of his land. 

In 1854 Brigham Young asked 
Lorenzo Snow to take 52 families, 
properly equipped for colonizing, 
to add to the settlement in Box 
Elder. The new blood, including a 
number of Scandinavian saints did 
much to stimulate the struggling 
settlement. 

In this same year, 1854, the town- 
site was laid out and plotted and 
named Brigham City, in honor of 
President Young. 

In 1856, the territorial Legislature 
of Deseret was in session and duly 
organized, and defined the bound¬ 
aries of Box Elder county. The Box 
Elder stake was also organized and 
Apostle Lorenzo Snow became the 
first stake president. 

Also in 1856 the first set of county 
officials were elected for Box Elder 
county. Jonathan Clfright probate 
judge. John D. Reese, Alvin 
Nicholas, D. Harding as selectmen. 
Hoseph Grover—sheriff, Eli Pierce 
as assessor and collector, and Lor¬ 
enzo Snow was returned to the 
legislative council to represent the 
counties of Box Elder and Weber. 

This good man, William Davis, 
spent his life in the service of his 
fellow men, and his God, 

As a climax to his many years of 
service, he was ordained a patriarch 
by Wilford Woodruff, Father Davis, 
as he was affectionately 1 called by 
his many friends ajid acquaintances, 
lived to be eighty-eight years of 
age. His posterity is numerous, he 
has many stalwart grandsons, and 
granddaughters, great-grandsons 
and great-granddaughters, among 
the "fine people of Brigham City 
and Box Elder county today, who 
are rendering that same fine serv¬ 
ice to their church and community. 
The greatest monument of all are 
the fine boys and girls, men and 
women who live after. 


RESERVATIONS 
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